lights of the future

Children in Photographs in the 20" Century

he images from selected photographic fonds from the National
Museum of Contemporary History depict children and their daily lives
during the period between the two world wars, all the way up to the
early nineties of the 20th century. The photographs take us on a journey
through all stages of the century - from the time when children had to
be placed in front of the camera in a studio to contemporary
photography, capturing spontaneous moments. It was a time full of
political, social and cultural change, which of course also influenced
the photographic techniques and practices.

We have made a selection from the Museum's rich photographic
archive from among photos that illustrate the past childhood of
preschool children. A narrower criterion was that the motif set the
children in the foreground as the central figures, in order for the
chosen photograph to demonstrate its documentary value. We look

at photographs as a whole, of course, they tell us about the time in
which those portrayed lived, about clothing fashions, toys, the family
environment etc. An observed photograph can be interpreted in a
number of ways, since the discourse that the photograph creates
between us and the world is never neutral. Although the camera,
perhaps even the photographer, is neutral, the viewer never is.



odobe iz izbranih fotografskih fondov Muzeja novejse zgodovine
Slovenije prikazujejo otroke in njihov vsakdan od obdobja med
obema svetovnima vojnama pa vse do zacetka 90. let prejSnjega
stoletja. Fotografiranje je od postavljanja otroka v ateljeju do
danasnjega fotografiranja ujetih spontanih trenutkov, prehodilo pot
celega stoletja. Razli¢na razpoloZzenja, ki se kazZejo na obrazih otrok,
videz njihovih oblek, igrace, podobe okolja, v katerem so Ziveli; iz
bogatega fotografskega arhiva Muzeja novejse zgodovine Slovenije
smo izbirali med posnetki, ki ilustrirajo otrostvo predSolskih otrok.
V oZjem izboru so tisti motivi, ki v ospredje postavljajo otroka kot
osrednjo figuro, v Zelji, da izbrana fotografija pokaZe svojo doku-
mentarno vrednost. Fotografije seveda opazujemo kot celote, govo-
rijo nam o ¢asu, v katerem so portretiranci Ziveli, o njihovi oblacilni
kulturi, igracah, druZinskem okolju itd. Opazovani posnetek lahko
interpretiramo na vec nacinov, saj diskurz, ki ga med nami in
svetom ustvarja fotografija, ni nikoli nevtralen. Ceprav je fotografski
aparat, morda celo fotograf, nevtralen, pa to gledalec nikoli ni.

http://luckeprihodnosti.wordpress.com/
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